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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 12344 
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SUB J : ANTI-COW SLAUGHTER AGITATION 

1 . WE CONTINUE TO HEAR THAT THE PM IS SERIOUSLY CON- 
CERNED OVER POSSIBLE POLITICAL REPERCUSSIONS OF VINOBA 
BHAVE'S PROPSED FAST AGAINST COW SLAUGHTER TO BEGIN 
SEPT 11. BHAVE'S ATTITUDE HAS REPORTEDLY HARDENED SINCE 
THE LATE- JULY GOVT RAID UPON HIS PANAUR (MAHARASHTRA) 
ASHRAM DURING WHICH ALL COPIES OF HIS WEEKLY MAGAZINE 
ANNOUNCING HIS PLANS TO BEGIN SATYAGRAHA WERE SEIZED. 

TWO IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF HIS ASHRAM WHO WERE PREVIOUSLY 
SYMPATHETIC TO PM HAVE REPORTEDLY "DEFECTED" AND 
BHAVE IS SAID TO HAVE TOLD J P NARAYAN AT THE END OF 

JULY THAT, WHILE HIS INITIAL FAST WOULD BE ONLY AGAINST 
COW SLAUGHTER, HE WAS PREPARED TO EXTEND THE SCOPE OF 
HIS FAST LATER TO EMERGENCY-RELATED ISSUES. 

2. ONE OF BHAVE'S ENTOURAGE, A MR PRAHBARKAR, REPORTEDLY 
MET WITH THE PM AUGUST 21, ALTHOUGH WHETHER AT BHAVE'S 
OR THE PM'S INSTANCE IS NOT CLEAR. WE HOPE TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT THIS IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS, BUT PERHAPS 
CONGENS BOMBAY OR MADRAS MAY ALSO PICK UP SOMETHING 
AT THEIR ENDS. AS WE NOTED IN NEW DELHI 12243, PM 
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ANTI-COW SLAUGHTER AGITATION IN CONVERSATION WITH 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR RECENTLY, AND WE UNDERSTAND SHE HAS 
DONE THE SAME THING WITH OTHER VISITORS AS WELL. 

3. LEELA DAMODARAN MENON, A RAJYA SAB HA CONGRESS MP 
FROM KERALA WHO HAS CLOSE TIES TO THE PM, TOLD EMBOFFS 
AUGUT 23 THAT SHE THOUGHT THE GOVT OF KERALA WOULD 
GIVE IN AND AGREE TO PASS AN ANTI-COW SLAUGHTER BILL 

IN THE LARGER INTERESTS OF THE COUNTRY. THERE WERE 
TIMES, SHE SAID, WHEN EVEN FOOLISH DEMANDS HAD TO BE 
ACCEDED TO WHEN MADE BY OLD, HIGHLY RESPECTED MEMBERS 
OF THE FAMILY. MAHARASHTRA IS ALREADY PREPARED TO 
PASS SUCH LEGISLATION, AND WITH TAMILNAD UNDER 
PRESIDENT'S RULE, AN ORDINANCE BANNING KILLING OF COWS 
SHOULD BE MANAGEABLE IN THAT STATE. SINCE VINOBA HAS 
ALREADY EXEMPTED NAGALAND FROM THE TARGET ZONE OF 
HIS AGITATION, THIS LEAVES ONLY THE HARD NUT OF 
WEST BENGAL LEFT TO CRACK BEFORE ALL STATES HAVE ANTI- 
COW ST . AIIGHTF.RT F.GTST . ATION. AND THE PM CAN HEAVE A SIGH 
OF RELIEF OVER BINOBA'S THREATENED FAST ON THIS ISSUE. 

4. FOR CALCUTTA: WE WULD WELCOME YOUR BEST IUDGMENT, 
BASED ON THE CONVERSATIONS YOU HAVE HAD WITH WEST 
BENGAL GOVT OFFICIALS AND POLITICIANS, AS TO WHETHER 
SOME TYPE OF ANTI-COW SLAUGHTER LEGISLATION COULD BE 
PUSHED THROUGH THE LEGISLATURE THERE WITHOUT SERIOUS 
POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES. FOR BOMBAY AND MADRAS: WE 
WOULD LIKE AN UPDATE ON PROSPECTS AND PLANNING FOR 
SUCH LEGISLATION IN TAMILNAD AND MAHARASHTRA. AS WELL 
AS ANY CORROBORATING REPORTS MADRAS MAY HAVE ON 
KERALA SITUATION. 

5. OF COURSE, THE PM ALWAYS HAS THE PROBLEM OF HOW 
TO HANDLE A FAST BY BHAVE ON OTHER ISSUES, BUT SHE MAY 
BELIEVE THAT IF HE FASTS ON POLITICAL MATTERS SHE 

CAN MANAGE THE PROBLEM. IT IS A FAST ON THE HIGHLY 
EMOTIVE RELIGIOUS ISSUE OF COWS WHICH POSES THE REAL 
POLITICAL PROBLEMS. 

SCHNEIDER 
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